
Lee Jones has operated Oak Street Hardware at
the corner with Second Street since relocating
here 8 years ago from Shepherdsville. When he
heard that local residents were looking for a
small neighborhood shop with everyday
necessities such as hammers, light bulbs, screws
and brooms, he decided to take a chance on Old
Louisville - and he hasn’t regretted it!  Lee finds
that his neighbors have been very supportive,
and he in turn tries to be an asset to the
community. “I don’t think I could have had the
success I’ve had here in any other area of the
city,” he says. “The neighborhood has welcomed
me with open arms.” Lee has seen tremendous
growth since he moved to Old Louisville. He
currently has several plans under wraps and his
outlook for the Oak Street corridor is a bright
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one. An active member in his local church, Lee
retired in 1991 and started the West End’s RAP
baseball program, which has grown to include
some 500 kids.
Lee describes
himself as “just
an ordinary
guy” and is
glad to part of
the Old
Louisville
business scene.
When you get
a chance, stop
by and thank
him for joining
our community.

Chamber Member Spotlight:
Lee Jones, Oak Street Hardware, 1161 South Second Street

Thanks to the GLCVB
We thank the Greater Louisville Convention and
Visitors Bureau for its assistance with staffing at
the Visitors Center over the past few months. With
their help, hundreds and hundreds of guests have
enjoyed their experience in Historic Old Louisville.
The Old Louisville Chamber of Commerce
appreciates the efforts of the GLCVB to promote
Old Louisville as a tourist destination and we look
forward to continued cooperation with them.

State of the Chamber

Lee Jones

Meet the staff at the Visitors Center, 218
W. Oak St., in Historic Old Louisville

Tabitha Wraley

By Kevin Kouba
President

By the time you read this, the Derby Festival
will be just weeks away!  Yikes! 

I told you in our last issue that the Board
was conducting a Strategic Planning process. 
We did so and have come up with some great
short-term goals.  We achieved our first goal by
hiring our new Executive Director, Earlene Bisig
Zimlich.  She has already tackled some big
projects, and is ready to accomplish more.  Call
her.  She’d be glad to talk about your business
and how we can help. 

We’ve also expanded the Visitors Center
in Historic Old Louisville to include a great new
Gift Shop, which I trust you will patronize. 
Think about giving gifts that will reflect your
pride for Old Louisville!  Our Victorian mansions
documentary is selling well, and we’ve got it on
the KET schedule for sometime next month. 
Ms. Tabitha Wraley has been staffing the front
desk, and we thank her and our partners at the
Louisville Convention and Visitors Bureau for
all they have done for us.  Spring traffic has
already begun to pour in. We’ve focused on the
tour business and have met our goal to get lots
of new people in to enjoy our architectural and
historical treasures.  The Chamber is now ready
to spend more time on all the other businesses
in the area.  Our membership base is broadening,
and we want to continue to find ways to support
you and bring you together with other
businesspeople. 

We’re on our way to a new web presence
as well.  Many of you smaller businesses in need
of a web page or two will be able to build your
own on our coming web site! Our member
records will be easier to keep accurate and up-
to-date, and we’ll offer Gift Shop items online. 
We’ll also be offering some online discussion
opportunities about various business
relationships. 

And, after years of valiant efforts to get
Fourth and Oak on the Metro “front burner,” we
are now enjoying what is being identified as
“Cross-departmental activity.” This means simply
that more of our Metro staff and officials are
working together on this. We’re grateful to have
so many people at the table, finally ready to
make some serious decisions. 

So, it’s a great time to be part of the Old
Louisville Chamber of Commerce!  If you used
to be a member and haven’t renewed yet, call
and let me know why. This energy of cooperation
is growing.  And as more of us work together,
the more successful we can be with our efforts
to make Old Louisville the exciting, vital Historic
village that we all want to enjoy. 
Peace to you and yours.

Stop by the Visitors Center - do a little shopping
 
In a continuing effort to expand their services and attract tourism, the staff at
the Visitors Center in Historic Old Louisville is developing a line of merchandise
to promote our historic neighborhood. Items for sale include postcards, bumper
stickers, T-shirts, greeting cards, magnets, books, videos and DVDs, as well
some gourmet food and boutique items. 

Also on sale is Michael Breeding’s popular DVD “Victorian Mansions of
Old Louisville,” which continues to get the word out about the wonderful
architecture in Old Louisville. Copies are on sale at the gift shop for $20.

Thank you to the sponsors of this project, 1300 Block Third Street
Association, Third Street Association, Second Street Association, Mary Martin,
and Gary Kleier.

Saint James Court Art Show 2008 Poster Competition
 
The 52nd St. James Court Art Show announces the public poster design competition for the 2008
show scheduled for October 3,4, & 5 in historic Old Louisville. Entries must be original designs and
must include the name “Saint James Court Art Show,” the year “2008” and “52nd Annual.” The fee
to enter the contest is $20.00, and the deadline for entry is 4:00pm, June 1st. The competition winner
will be awarded a $1,000 cash prize. Entry forms can be downloaded at www.stjamescourtartshow.com
For more information, contact Marguerite Esrock, Director, at mesrock@stjamesartshow.com or 502
635-1842.

Tabitha Wraley has lived in Louisville for more
than 22 years. A graduate of Sullivan University’s
highly regarded Travel & Tourism program, she
specialized in hospitality and served as president
for more than one student organization during
her time there.

A self-proclaimed “people person,” Tabitha
enjoys sharing information about the community
and has logged over 1,000 volunteer hours at the
Louisville Science Center. Tabitha started
working for the Louisville Visitors Center in
September of 2007, and the neighborhood is
fortunate that she came to the Visitors Center in
Historic Old Louisville a couple of months later.

An avid reader, she loves murder mysteries,
horror stories and anything to do with the
paranormal. In fact, she hopes to start her own
ghost hunting business someday, so it’s no small
coincidence that she should end up in Old
Louisville, “America’s Most Haunted
Neighborhood.”

When not learning about the area’s haunted
past, Tabitha plays guitar, sings and likes to write
poetry and stories. Because she likes personal

interaction, Tabitha feels that this job is the
perfect one for her. When you get a chance,
please stop by and welcome her to the
neighborhood.

Catch Tabitha’s live acoustic performance
at the Old Louisville Coffee House on April 11th,
7-9pm.
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OLCC welcomes it s
newest members:

Captured in Color
612 Floral Terrace

Claudette & Mark Rego

Louisville Stoneware
731 Brent St.

Lisa Mullins & Gail Washbish

Oak Street Pizza
125 E. Oak St.
Adam Tatem

Old Louisville Chamber of Commerce
membership applications are available at our
office at 218 West Oak Street or they may be
downloaded at HistoricOldLouisville.com.
Membership is $95 per year.
    If you have membership news or achievements
that you would like to share, please send them
to our editor at davidram13@gmail.com.

The Tallest buildings in Old Louisville

Baptist Towers - 17 Stories
1014 South 2nd Street at Kentucky Street

Hillebrand House -16 Stories
1235 South 3rd Street at Ormsby Ave

St Catherine Court -15 Stories
114 South 4th Street at St Catherine Street

Treyton Oak Towers -12 Stories
211 West Oak Street at 2nd Street

*   *   *

The Old Louisville Chamber of Commerce
currently has 76 members and is growing.

Did you Know?

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Kentucky Shakespeare Festival
June & July (TBA)

First Sunday Concerts in Central Park
First Sundays, June through October

Hidden Treasures Garden Tour
July 12 & 13

St. James Court Art Show
October 3-5

Garvin Gate Blues Festival
October 10&11

5th Annual Victorian Ghost Walk
October 24-26

3rd Annual Spirit Ball
October 25

32nd Annual Holiday House Tour
December 6 & 7

Eric David Gould employs eight people at this
popular local eatery that opened in May of 2007.
Located on the corner of Logan and Oak Streets,
where Smoketown and Germantown meet,
Smoketown USA makes excellent use of an old
storefront that has been attractively renovated
with exposed brick walls and coffeehouse decor
featuring old movie posters. Eric David and
Lynn Gould purchased the property in an auction
and have spent some $160,000 to renovate part
of the space and provide living space above it.
Since his wife is a self-admitted “yard-sale
junkie,” the Goulds have added a unique twist
to their establishment: Each item inside the
restaurant is for sale! This includes everything
from the artwork on the walls to the silverware
on the tables. Although this perpetual garage
sale draws a faithful crowd, the wonderful
barbecue and Tex-Mex favorites keep them
coming back for more. The Goulds have been
happy with their success so far and they look
forward to more good things happening in the
Old Louisville area. Eric and his wife are
currently working on a web site for the
restaurant, so keep an eye out. In the meantime,
stop by and welcome them to the neighborhood.
 
SMOKETOWN USA
1153 Logan Street
502 409-9180

Eric David Gould

Business Spotlight:

SMOKETOWN USA

Discounted tickets on sale for
the third annual Spirit Ball
 
Tickets are on sale for the 2008 Spirit Ball, which
will take place on Saturday, October 25 from
7:00-midnight at the Conrad-Caldwell House on
St. James Court. Standard tickets cost $99.00
and VIP passes cost $149.00, but tickets
purchased now will receive a $10.00 discount.
Stop by the Visitors Center in Historic Old
Louisville (637-2922) to purchase tickets or go
online at www.thespiritball.com. The fun-filled
Halloween gala includes live music and dancing,
gourmet fare, cocktails, silent auction and much,
much more. All proceeds will benefit the Conrad-
Caldwell House, Old Louisville’s favorite
Victorian mansion.

The warm weather is back
and so are the tours
 
With the wonderful spring weather, tourists are
flocking back to the neighborhood for guided
tours of the Old Louisville neighborhood.
Every Friday evening, the popular “Old Louisville
Ghost Tour” ($25) departs at 7:30 from the
Visitors Center. In addition, there is a walking
history and architecture tour ($15) that departs
every Saturday at 11:00 a.m., and a driven
“Mansions & Milestones Tour” ($25) Friday and
Saturday afternoons at 2:30. Guests have a wide
variety of tours they can arrange privately as
well, so spread the word!


